
B R I T I S H E M P I R E  

AUSTRALIA 

1 9 1 3  TWO POUNDS PLATE I 

Sperati is known to have made "die" proofs in black and in colour, as well as unused and used reproductions 
on genuine paper. The negative is  dated March 1 9 5 1  and the cliche November 1 95 1 .  For comparison use 
any value which is  printed in two colours. 

PRINTING 

COLOUR DL 

{MPRESSION 

BASIC TESTS: B and H 
SPECIFIC TESTS 

GENUINE 

Typography 
Double plate 
Grey-black and rose 
Crown over A 
1 2, comb 
White 
Clear 

(i) The natural bite of typography is lacking. 

(ii) Many of the horizontal lines of shading that surround 
the continent do not touch the coastline in the same 
way as they do in the genuine. 

(iii)*There is a flaw comprising a break in the horizontal 
lines of shading below the continent to the left of 
Tasmania down to the right arm of the "U" i n  
"POUNDS". 

(iv) There are three constant breaks in  the inner frame l ine 
at left-(a) immediately opposite the horizontal line 
of shading on which the word "Australia" rests, 
(b) opposite the fifth and sixth lines of shading below, 
and (c) opposite the tenth and eleventh lines. Both 
eleventh and twelfth lines of shading are shorter than 
the other lines. 

(v) The shading around the letters is not so regular as in 
the genuine. 

SPERA TI 

Photo-lithography 
Double plate 
Black and intense rose 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Toned 
Not so clear 

(vi) Under magnification x 20 the colour appears patchy 
and unevenly applied. 

(vii) There is a weakness at the head of the "2" which is too 
thin at the top (Plate I ) .  

Nate: The centring of the Kangaroo in  relation to the 
frame is practically identical for all reproductions as Sperati's 
plate of the centre had guide-lines to ensure that the Kangaroo 
came in the right position. 

Sperati. made a variety with the Kangaroo omitted. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Genuine-see Chapter IV, page 28. The machine can
cellations (horizontal lines) on this denomination inevitably 
indicate a forgery as such machines would only be used on 
mail of normal size. £2 postage indicates that the stamp must 
have been used on a heavy parcel and such packages would 
be hand-cancelled with a circular date-stamp. 

•The flaw described in specific test (iii) is constant on the fiftieth stamp on the left pane (2nd stamp, 9th row). 

BAHAMAS 

Sperati is  known to have made "die" proofS in colour as well as unused and used reproductions on genuine 
paper of both the 1 884 £1 and the 1 902 £ 1 .  

For  comparison o f  the key plate use any contemporary low value. 

The genuine stamps were printed by typography, double plate, Sperati's method is photography, double 
plate. Both reproductions have the genuine perforation 14 comb and Watermark Crown over CA. 
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Bahamas-contd. 

COLOUR DL 

PAPER MVL 

GUM 

IMPRESSION 

B R I T I S H  E M P I R E  

1 884 ONE POUND 

GENUINE 

Venetian-red 

Chalky-white 

White 

Very clear 

SPERA TI 

More brown 

Yellow-brown 

Toned 

Clear 

PLATE I 

BASIC TESTS: B, D, E and K 

SPECIFIC TESTS 

(iii) The top of the "N" of "ONE" has a constant flaw (Plate 
1) and the centre of the "O" of "POUND" has a 
defect on the inside at the top. 

CANCELLATIONS 

(1)  "AO" of "A05" 

(i) The lines of shading on the point of the bust have been 
retouched. In the genuine only the bottom line of 
shading touches the outer point of the bust; in the 
reproduction the second line from the bottom touches 
the front of the bust, the third line is heavily retouched, 
the fourth and fifth lines are slightly retouched; none 
of the retouched lines follow the same parallel course 
as in the genuine. (Plate 1 .) 

(2) "NASSAU/NEW . . . . .  DENCE/C/JA 4/98" 

(3) ". ASSAU/ . .  W PROVIDENCE/Cf JU 27/99" 

(4) "NASSAU/NEW PRO . . . . . . .  /C/FE 1 5/00" 

(ii) There is a small flaw joining the eleventh and twelfth 
lines of shading immediately under the pendant curl 
of the chignon. 

(5) " . . . . . .  /BAHAM . .  /CjJA 1 2/03" 

(6) "NASSAU/BAH . . . .  /9-NOV.03" 

(7) "NASSAU/BAHAMAS/1 6 JUN. 04" 

1902 ONE POUND PLATE I 

This imitation was made by photographing a copy of the contemporary 4d.,  painting out the value and 
thus making the key plate. The duty plate used for the 1 884 £1 was used for this  issue. 

For comparison of the key plate use any contemporary low value. 

{D L  
COLOUR 

MVL 

PAPER MVL (BACK) 

IMPRESSION 

BASIC TESTS: B, D, E, F and K. 

GENUINE 

Green and black 

Dull green 

Greyish-almost white 

Clear 

SPERA TI 

As genuine but lacks depth 

Greenish-grey 

Slightly greyish 

Comparatively coarse 

SPECIFIC TESTS : (i) The white space on the pineapple has lost definition and the pattern of the skin looks more like a strawberry .  

(ii) There is a spot o f  colour in the vertical white space t o  the right o f  the head. 

Also see (iii) under 1 884 £ 1 .  

CANCELLATIONS 
See 1 8 8 4  £1 Nos. 5, 6 and 7. 
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